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at 50 years

of Lochaber crofters union

JORN TDAL,

secrecary of Lochaber Branch af the SCU, on some

landmarks in crofting in the Wese Highlands and Islands over the

past half-century

Wednesday, 30th March 1988
was a signifiant day and date for
the Lﬂcﬁaber branch of the Scot-
tish Crofters Union. On the
same day and date 50 years ago
in 1938 the Lochaber Crofters
Union was formally constituted

“to further and protect the in-

terests of the crofting com-

munities and to co-operate with

similar associations in other
districts",
It is evident that similiar crofting

OIg “ions were being established

‘ino ,Erimn.rihrin response
to an attempl by Inverness County
Council to alter rating procedures

+and rate croft houses separately from

croft land. A letter appearing in the
"Oban Times' newspaper of 5 Janu-
ary 1938 regarding the Valuafion
Appeal Court stated that due to g
lack of funds to make represeatation
& Crofters Union was being estabilah -
ed In Skye, In April of that year a
Skye Crofters Union — with James
MacLeod, Breakish az Chairman,

and Dhonald Macleod, g as
Secretary — reported fis satisfaction
atits appeal,

In the ensuing year Lochaber Sec:
retary Alex MacCalman, who had
besn instrumental in establishing fhe
Lochaher union, eontacted 5
uniofis in Lewis, Sky= and Morar
with a wiew to “the puassibility of
amalgamation and co-operation”.
Consequently a conference was held
on 2 Febroary 1939 in the West
Highland Hotel, Mallaig, with dele-

Lewis, Lochaber, Skye,
. Muorar and Atlsaig croftees
u nixns.

MacCalman moved acceptance of
a resalution drafted by the Lochaber
union's advizer, Donald Shaw
S5C, Edinburgh, and was seconded
by Donafd MacLeod, Skye, and Mal-
corlm Smith, Lewis. This resolution
which was earried unanimeusly,
registered its concern at continuing
depopulation in the ¢ Conn-
ties, citing the “harsh and difficult
conditions” prevailing in the High-
lands and the reluctance of the De-
partment of Agriculture to utilize js
powers of large-seale land fesettle-
ment in the Highlands and Tslands
as prime contributory factors.

To ameliorate conditions the
Government was urged to establish
a Crofters Commission comprising
seven members — three chosen by
the Government and three by the
crofters unions, with a final member
being chosen by the other six. It was
alse resalved that this Commission
should have proper financial support
and that it be enpowered to enstire
that all Government bodics exercised
their powers, and that it be able to
form niw boldings, enlarge existing
ones and prooasre more land for com-
meh grazings. It shou

- The conference's resolution was
sent tv;rhth: FPrime h:':l:i?:‘m lndﬂlﬂhe
Scottish Secretary. evident that
somme form of inchoate erofters union
had

ations compounded by
of war prevented any further develop-
ment,

Contact Between unions contlsmed
05 iz evident from a ¢ommunicatlon
between Mr MacKay, Glendale, of
Skye union and the Lochaber union
concerning the R of the Seottish
Land Settlement Committee in 1944
which, it ‘was feit, threatened
crofters” security of tenure,

It was on account of threatened
security of tenure that the Lochaber
union embarked upon what was un-
dioubtedly its most significant under-
taking. In June 1947 the decision was
faken to assist a number of crofters
from the Caol and Lochyside area
who were threatened with “eviction™
on account of an Inverness County
Ceuneil order for the resumption of
50 acres for housing purposcs, To
combat this the union et up a de-
fence fund and drafted an appeal for
financial support. Tts fiest respondent
was Wendy Wood with a donation of
104+, Thel 1 single contribution
was for £37 from ?ﬁ: Independent
Highland Party. In addition to fndi-
vigua.l contributions and many from
lecal crofting townships it signifi-
cantly received £10 from the Ben-
becula crofters unlon.

In October 1947 it was reported in
fhe “Oban Times' that the Skve croft-
ers union, which appeared to have
been particularly well briefed on the
situation, voiced its support for the
Lochabet union and desounced the
atder as an attempt to destroy seeuri-
ty of tenure,

Al the subsequent enguiry, Mr
Donald Kennedy, Lochyside —
grandfather of Charles Kennedy MP
— recalted that his great grandfather
was onc of ‘the original erofting
tenants of this fownship, which was
2 by-product of the Loch Arkeig
clearances, and that they had re-
claimed the area from bogland.

The union ealed against the
Secretary of Siate’s decision to
approve the order to the Court of Ses-
sion, where its legal t. Mr Shaw,
conteqded that the decision was not
competent as it conflicted with the
fenants’ statutory right to security of
tenure. Lord Cooper ruled that this
was an unsound contention s it gave
too wide an effect to security of
temure which was intended against
proprictorial powers and not the in-
terests of the State. The union fur-
ther consulted John Cameron KC,

ding the possibility of cals
::ﬁ House u‘ﬁg:n‘ls and wcl:.‘pfdﬁw
ed that these would mﬁibﬁf successiul.
The union expended £135 in legal ad-
vice and representation and had to
e
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